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2019 Grades 3-8 New York State Assessments:
"~ What Parents Need to Know
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Every spring, the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Tests are administered to students across

New York State. These annual ELA and math tests for students in grades 3-8 are required by the federal Every Student

standards that guide classroom instruction and help to ensure that students are on track to graduate from high school
with the critical thinking, problem solving, and reasoning skills needed for success in college and the modern
workplace. The tests also show how schools and districts are Progressing with the learning standards and can support
professional development for teachers. Below you will find information about the 2019 tests.

Fewer Test Sessions

* Like the 2018 tests, the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests are two sessions each.
* With fewer test sessions, each test will have substantially fewer questions than in recent years, lessening test
fatigue for students and better enabling them to demonstrate what they know and are able to do.

Untimed Tests

* Like the 2016 - 2018 tests, the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests will be untimed.

¢ Ingeneral, this means that as long as students are working productively, they will have as much time as they
need to complete each test session, within the confines of the regular school day.

* Schools and districts have discretion to allow students to read silently or quietly exit the room when they have
completed their test while others continue to work.

Test Questions Reviewed and Written by New quk State Teachers

® Teachers from across the State serve on committees to write, evaluate and select questions for the tests.

* Hundreds of New York State educators were involved in creating and reviewing questions for 2019 Grades 3-8
ELA and Math Tests and selecting the questions for the test forms.

® This year, most of the test questions were written by New York State teachers specifically for the annual New
York State tests.

Providing Results for Teachers and Improved Resources for Parents
® Like the previous three years, the New York State Education Department plans to have instructional reports
returned to teachers by the end of the school year and to release at least 75% of the test questions again.
* The 2019 Score Reports for parents will feature more information about what students should know and be able
to do at each grade level.

Computer-Based Testing B
¢ Some schools chose to administer the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests on computers rather than by paper
and pencil. The computer-based tests (CBT) will have the same questions as the paper versions. Students in
those schools utilizing the CBT option have access to CBT practice tests and most have had prior experience
participating in other computer-based tests in ELA and Math.
* The long-term plan is for all schools to use CBT for annual State tests. CBT has the potential to further reduce the
need for stand-alone field tests and make assessments better instructional tools for students with disabilities.

New York State
Questions about testing programs, policies, and procedures may be sent ta emscassessinfo@nysed. ov EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
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PARENTS’ FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT
NEW YORK STATE’S ANNUAL GRADES 3-8
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & MATHEMATICS TESTS

Every spring, the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Tests are administered to students
across New York State. These annual ELA and math tests for students in grades 3-8 are required by the federal

the learning standards that guide classroom instruction and help to ensure that students are on track to graduate
from high school with the critical thinking, probiem solving, and reasoning skills needed for success in college
and the workplace. The tests also show how schools and districts are progressing with the learning standards and
can be used to support professional development for teachers.

1. Are the 2019 tests the same as the 2018 tests?
* Yes, like the 2018 tests, the 2019 Grades 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Tests are two
sessions each. This means that students will take each subject test over only two testing days instead of
three as in past years.

2. Why did the Board of Regents reduce the number of test sessions?
» Fewer questions will lessen testing fatigue for students and better enable them to demonstrate what they
know and are able to do.
* The decision to reduce the number of test sessions is also in line with recommendations from Governor
Cuomo’s Common Core Task Force Final Report.

3. When will the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests be administered?

* The ELA Tests administered by paper and pencil will be given on two consecutive school days of the school’s
choosing between April 2 — April 4. The Math Tests administered by paper and pencil will be given on two
consecutive school days of the school's choosing between May 1 — May 3.

¢ The ELA tests administered on computer will be given on two consecutive school days of the school's
choosing between April 1 — April 8. The Math Tests administered on computer will be given on two
consecutive school days of the school's choosing between April 30 — May 7.

¢ There are make-up test dates for students absent on test days.

4. What are computer-based tests?

¢ For the third year in a row, some districts/schools have chosen to administer the 2019 ELA and Math Tests on
the computer. This is called computer-based testing (CBT).

e Students in those schools utilizing the CBT option have access to CBT practice tests and most have had prior
experience participating in other computer-based tests in ELA and Math.

* The computer-based tests will have the same questions as the paper versions. However, students testing on
computer will select their answers for multiple-choice questions on the computer and type their responses to
open-ended questions rather than handwriting their responses to these questions in the paper test booklet.

5. Will the test continue to be untimed?

e Like the 2016 - 2018 tests, the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests will be untimed. Schools and districts
have the discretion to create their own approaches to ensure that all students who are productively working
are given the time they need within the confines of the regular school day to take the tests.

e Ifthe testis givenin a large-group setting, administrators may permit students who finish to hand in their test
materials (or submit the test if testing on computer) and leave the room. If so, students should exit quietly so
they do not disturb any students still working.

*  While exact testing times will vary by student, estimated testing times can be found in the 2019 Educator
Guides. (https://www.engageny.org/resource/test—guides-english-language-arts-and-mathematics)

6. What types of questions are asked on the tests?

¢ The ELA and Math Tests include multiple choice and open-ended questions, which assess grade level
learning standards.

e The questions require students to apply their knowledge and, in open-ended responses, explain their
reasoning. Students will read texts, write responses, and solve real-world word problems, all of which are
foundational skills necessary for success in their next grade.

* The Department will continue to release 75% of test questions. You can view the 2018 released questions at
EngageNY. (https://www.engageny.org/3-8)

7. How are New York State teachers involved in the test development process?
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* Hundreds of New York State educators were involved in creating and reviewing questions for the 2019
Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests and selecting the questions for the test forms.

«  This year, most of the test questions were written by New York State teachers specifically for the annual New
York State tests.

Are there testing accommodations for students with disabilities?

¢ Yes, testing accommodations are changes made in the administration of the test that provide an opportunity
for students with disabilities to demonstrate mastery of skills and attainment of knowledge without being
limited or unfairly restricted due to the effects of a disability. Specific testing accommadations are
recommended for individual students by the school's Committee on Special Education (CSE) or Section 504
Committee based on the student's unique needs.

* Testing accommodations must be documented on students’ Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) or
Section 504 plans and could include: flexibility in scheduling (e.g., scheduled breaks); flexibility in the test
setting (e.qg., separate location); changes in test presentation (e.g., enlarged print); and changes in the
method of response (e.g., use of a scribe for written responses).

* Principals are responsibie for ensuring that accommodations for students with disabilities are implemented on
all State and local tests consistent with the recommendations in the IEP/Section 504 plan and in accordance
with Department policy.

Do English Language Learners/Multilingual Learners (ELLs/MLLs) who are new to the United States take

the Grades 3-8 ELA Tests?

* For the Grades 3-8 ELA Tests, schools are allowed to exempt ELLs/MLLs (including those from Puerto Rico)
who, on April 1, 2019, will have been attending school in the U.S. for the first time for less than one vear.

¢ Allother ELLs/MLLs are expected to participate in the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA Tests.

Are there testing accommodations for English Language Learners/Multilingual Learners?

¢ Yes. The school principal may authorize certain testing accommodations to English Language
Learners/Muitilingual Learners in accordance with their best judgment about the needs of these students.
Principals should consult with each student’s classroom teacher in making these determinations.

* Testing accommodations could include for both the ELA and Math Tests, separate location: and bilingual
dictionaries and glossaries; and for the Math Tests only, translated editions in Chinese (traditional), Haitian
Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish; oral transiation (for lower-incidence languages); and writing
responses in native language.

What will | learn from my child’s score report?

* The results of the annual assessments will provide information about your child’s academic progress and

achievement. You can use your child’s score report to guide a discussion with your child’s teacher(s) about

additional supports that may be helpful in school, as well as ways to support your child’s learning at home.

¢ The report will show you how your child did in comparison to other students across the State and how your
child scored in specific skill and concept areas. For example, the ELA report gives scores for both reading
and writing; the Math report gives scores for the key math concepts for your child’s grade level.

¢ State test results may differ from the information on your child’s school report card. Report card grades are
cumulative and based on many factors, including class participation, homework, attendance, quizzes, tests,
and other instructional activities, all of which are important in determining a child's academic achievement.

When will the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Test results be available?
* Asin prior years, we anticipate the test results will be available in August.

How will the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Test resuits be used?

e The resuits can be used to see how schools, districts, and the State overall are progressing with the State
learning standards. The 2018 scores for your school/district are available on the Department's public data
site. (https://data.nysed.gov/)

e However, State law and Regulations of the Education Commissioner prohibit districts from making promotion
or placement decisions for students based solely or primarily on their performance on the Grades 3-8 ELA
and Math Tests.

* Additionally, results from the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA and Math Tests cannot be used to evaluate teachers.




Things every parent should know about student

o . R . New York State
participation in statewide assessments under EMGNDWWW
the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

The Every Student Succeeds Act outlines how states can use federal money to support public schools.
New York receives $1.6 billion in federal funding each year to support its public schools.

b

ESSA requires that every state assess all students in English language arts and math each year in grades 3-8 each year and at
least once in high school. While New York State does not have any laws regarding parents’ rights to choose whether their
children participate in state testing, federal law requires that: -

* States must ensure that 95% of students in each public school, including charter schools, participate yearly in
required state assessments.

o This applies to all student subgroups, which include racial/ethnic groups, English Language
Learners/Multilingual Learners, low-income students, and students with disabilities.

* If requested, school districts and charter schools are required to provide parents with information on state or
locat policies regarding the rights of parents to choose not to have their children participate in state testing.

¢ States are not required to create or change any laws they have in place regarding parental preference on
participation in assessments.
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quences for a child who does not participate in a state assessment. However, state assessment results
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are used to help:
¢ Parents learn about their children’s academic achievement;
* Teachers understand how well students are learning what is being taught; . .
® School, district, and state education leaders determine what is and is not working well; and
¢ Stakeholders identify achievement 8aps that may be forming among different student populations.

track to become proficient in ELA, math, science, and/or social studies can qualify for extra instructional support, guidance
counseling, attendance improvement services, and help with study skills. Find additional information on how districts
decide if a student needs these services.

Importantly, students who do not participate in state assessments still can qualify for additional academic s
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upport, if needed.
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That will depend on your school district’s policy. Districts have flexibility to allow students to engage in other activities such
as reading quietly in the room where the test is given or participating in other activities in different rooms while the test is
administered. Check with your child’s principal or the school district superintendent for your local policies. For students
who do not participate in state assessments districts may have students engage in some other learning activity during this
time.

NYSED does not provide guidance on this issue because this is decided at the local level. Districts should provide

accurate information to help parents make an informed decision regarding their children’s participation. The

é Department created an optional “Assessments Toolkit” to help superintendents communicate to school communities
about New York’s annual testing program. The toolkit contains materials such as a sample letter to parents and a

PowerPoint presentation about the assessments.
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While parents receive individual student results, state law prohibits including a student’s individual scores on the State
grades 3-8 ELA and math tests on the student’s transcript or permanent record. Results are provided to help students and
parents better understand where a student is doing well and where he or she may need additional assistance. All students
receive a score report; those who do not participate receive a report that indicates that the student did not take the test

At the elementary/middle level, students will be considered “not tested” if they:
® are absent from school for one or more of the test sessions and the missed session(s) are
not completed during the makeup period;

* are present for one or mare test sessions but do not respond to even one question on the test; or w/
* refuse to participate in both test sessions.

If a student refuses some but not all questions or sessions of the assessment, the student will receive a score and performance
level based on the questions completed.

If a student becomes ill during the test session, earlier on the day of the test session, or for the entire day of the test session
and is not able to return to school during the make-up administration period, the school should mark the student as absent for
the test session they missed. If the student is marked as absent, the student will be counted as “not tested.” If the student is
not marked as absent, the student will receive 3 performance level (e.g., a Level 1-4) based on the questions they completed.
For more information on conditions under which students will be considered tested or not tested, see the “’Validity Rules’:
Reporting Students with Valid or Invalid Scores” section of the Student Information Repository (S$IRS) Manuagl.
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ELLs & ESSA and Commissioner’s Regulations require that ELLs be tested every year in language arts and math. Also:
MLLs ® AllELLs, regardless of grade, must also take the New York State English as Second Language

Achievement Test (NYSESLAT), which provides information on English language proficiency and is used
for both placement decisions and to inform instruction.

®  Schools may exempt ELLs/MLLs who have attended school in the United States (but not Puerto Rico) for
less than 12 months as of April 1, 2019 from participation in the 2019 Grades 3-8 ELA Tests. All other
ELLs/MLLs are expected to participate in the Grades 3-8 ELA Tests.

® Al ELLs/MLLs are expected to participate in New York State’s 2019 math tests. Schools have the aption
to test students in their home language if it is determined that this will provide the most accurate
information about the student’s proficiency in math. Tests are provided in printed booklets and via
Computer Based Testing, in Chinese (Traditional), Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, and Spanish. More
information about New York State’s translated math instructional modules and released test questions
can be found on EngageNY.

For more information about ELLs/MLLs’ educational rights in New York State, please see Commissioner’s
Regulations Part 154-2 and Part 154-3 on the Office of Bilingual Education and World Languages website.

SWDs All students, including students with disabilities, must be included in and are expected to participate in State
assessments. The Committee an Special Education (CSE) must decide for each student with a disability, on an
individual basis, whether the student will take the general State assessment or, for students with severe
cognitive disabilities, the New York State Alternate Assessment (NYSAA). The CSE’s decision as to whether the
student will participate in either the general or alternate assessment must be documented in the student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP). The criteria the CSE must use to decide eligibility for the NYSAA is on the
Department’s website.

New York State’s approved ESSA plan, as well as additional resources for parents and districts can be found on

More information on ESSA can be found on the U.S. Department of Education’s website.
@ our ESSA website.
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Additional things every stakeholder should know
about student participation in statewide assessments E@%@Sﬂip@@
under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) B

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) outlines how states can use federal money to support public
schools. New York State receives $1.6 billion in federal funding each year to support its public schools.

r icipation requirements under ESSA?

ESSA requires that every state assess all students in grades 3-8 in language arts or reading and math each year. States must all
assess students at least once in high school in language arts and math. New York State does riot have any laws regarding parental
rights to choose whether their children participate in state testing, but federal requirements include:
®  95% of students in each public schoal, including charter schools, are required to participate yearly in required state
assessments. '
o This applies to all student subgroups, which include racial/ethnic groups, English Language Learners, low-
income students, and students with disabilities.
* If requested, school districts and charter schools are required to provide parents with information on state or local
policies regarding the rights of parents to choose to not have their children participate in state testing.
® States are not required to create or change any laws they have in place regarding a parental decision on participation in

assessments.

}tadmrmlneifastudant whd:dbes not partii:ipate in state assessments
fon Services (A15)? |

Students who do not participate in state assessments still can qualify for additional academic support. Educators
can determine their level of need for intervention services by reviewing measures including:

Developmental New York State English as a ® Teacher-designed
reading assessments Second Language ® and selected
for grades K-6 Achievement Test li;?.l assessments in
é (NYSESLAT), which annually T reading and math for
assesses the English students in K-6

language proficiency of all
English Language Learners

Tests that are taken Unit and lesson assessments Resuits of other

by all studentsin a for English language arts b oot evaluations (e.g.,
class at regular (ELA), mathematics, science, i (T psychoeducational)
intervals that provide social studies and Languages & G based on a variety of
information about Other than English (LOTE) for assessments and
students’ skills grades 7-8 inventories
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how stude ‘i:._acﬁiev'efnent results are reported for myschoﬁi ?f'f

At the elementary/middie school level, schoolwide achievement in English, math, and science is measured in two
ways:
(1) Asrequired by ESSA, by adjusting the reported performance of a subgroup of students when fewer than 95%
of students are tested; and
(2) Based only on results from students who participated in state assessments.

Schools are then compared to the previous year’s index as well as measures of interim progress, long-term goals,
and an end goal to determine how much progress students in the school made in ELA and math.
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Participation (or lack of particip tion) in ELA, math and science assessments may affect the school’s “Composite
Achievement Level” and “Progress Level,” which could in turn, affect a school or district’s accountability status. When
more than 5% of continuously enrolled students in an accountability group do not participate in state assessments, a
subgroup’s “Weighted Average Achievement Index” decreases. In some cases, this can result in an accountability group
receiving a lower “Composite Achievement Level.” Nonetheless, so as long as the students in an accountability group
who are tested perform average or above in language arts, math, and science or have average or above students’ growth
in language arts and mathematics, the school is not at risk of identification for Comprehensive Support and Improvement
or Targeted Support and Improvement and passed on the performance of that accountability group regardless of the
percentage of students who participated in the State assessments.
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Weighted Average Achievement Index: Composite Achievement Level: a measure of Progress Level: based on subgroup

a measure of achievement based on all achievement that considers the Weighted Average performance in relation to an end
students, including those who did not Achievement Index, as well as a measure of goal, long-term goals, and measures of
take the assessments; schools receive a achievement based only on students who took the interim progress (i.e., targets) in ELA
Level 1-4 on this measure assessments; schools receive a Level 1- 4 on this and math; schools receive a Level 1-4

measure on this measure
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Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, schools that meet ALL six of the criteria below will be required to create a participation
rate improvement plan. On either the ELA or math assessments, a subgroup at the school must:

- Fail to meet the 95% test participation requirement in the 2017-18;

. Fail to meet the 95% test participation requirement in the 2018-19;

. Did not improve its participation rate between 2016-17 and 2017-18;

. Did not improve its in participation rate between 2017-18 and 2018-19;

. Did not perform at Level 3 or 4 on the Weighted Average Achievement Index in the 2017-18 school year; AND

Did not perform at Level 3 or 4 on the Weighted Average Achievement Index in the 2018-19 school year.
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The school must conduct a The school must develop a participation rate If the school also ranks in the
participation rate self- improvement plan that includes at least an bottom 10% of participation
assessment. analysis of the cause for low participation and a statewide, it must submit the self-
list of potential ways to solve the problem that assessment and plan to the
the school will pursue in the following year. Commissioner for approval.

In addition, a school cannot be removed from Comprehensive Support and Improvement status or Targeted Support and
Improvement status if the school is required to implement a participation rate improvement plan for a group for which the
school is identified and the group performs at Level 1 on the Weighted Average Achievement Index. Schools may not be
recognized as Recognition Schools or Blue Ribbon schools if they fail to meet the 95% participation rate requirements,

NYSED is currently in the process of developing a guidance document that will provide instructions to the schools identified
as being required to develop a local participation_plan. This guidance will explain the circumstances under which schools
will be required to partner with the district, BOCES, and/or NYSED in development of the plan.
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students t;n_:rh'o doﬁ't participate due to illnes: £

& Students who are “medically excused” from testin

g are not included in accountability calculations.
i Medically excused students are those who:
I M ® Are unable to take the tests because of illness or injury during the test administration and
"'l.' n make-up periods; and

* Have on file documentation from a doctor or other health worker that they were unable to
complete the test.

o : . .
( £ More information on ESSA can be found on the United States Deoartment of Education’s website.



